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“A Louverture Cleary education can change a life, and through that life, a thousand more.” 

 HIGHLIGHTS ….. 
Education Ends Poverty: The evidence of 
LCS’s success is its ever-growing number 
of alumni, some of whom you can meet 
in a new video on The Haitian Project’s 
website called “Education Ends Poverty.” 
Filmed and edited by a friend of THP, 
“Education Ends Poverty” explains the 
importance of long-term investment in 
education – especially in contrast to 
health and medical services, food, and 
other goods supplied by most foreign aid 
– and highlights a number of LCS alumni 
who recognize the invaluable benefits of 
education: economic security, fulfilling 
careers, and stronger families. View the 
video at haitianproject.org/media. 

The Results are In! LCS celebrates anoth-
er perfect result on the Baccalaureate 
Exam! 100% of 2017’s graduating class 
passed the state exam, affording each 
graduate university eligibility and contin-
uing LCS’ tradition of success, including a 
98% historical Baccalaureate pass rate. 
LCS Principal Marjorie Mombrun (’07) is 
pleased but not surprised by this great 
result: “This year’s Philo class performed 
very well academically. They understood 
the philosophy of the school and knew 
their objective. They set a great example 
for future graduating classes. The Haitian 
Ministry of Education will again recognize 
our success. Makes us proud.”  

Turning the Page on THP’s Website: We 
are proud to present THP’s new and im-
proved website! Thanks to the help of 
many dedicated community members 
who volunteered their time and digital 
expertise, THP has a beautiful, modern 
website that shows why Education 
Works. The site, which will continue to be 
improved and updated over time, is part 
of an effort to increase THP’s online pres-
ence and build a wider base of support. 
Visit haitianproject.org to explore the 
new site, let us know what you think by 
using the “contact” tab, and share the 
site with your friends. We hope you like 
it! And, a special thanks to Sean Lyons!  

By Connor Branham 
(THP In-Country Program Manager   
& Liaison to Partner Foundations) 

 

G ive a man a fish, feed him for a 
day; teach a man to fish, feed 
him for a lifetime. It is a proverb 

that is so commonly used that it has 
turned into a cliché — likely because of 
its truth. It is wise to build human rela-
tionships, communities, and institutions 
around the self-evident truth of this 
proverb, yet many organizations that 
attempt to do good disregard this rea-
soning.  
 As Jesus states, “The poor you 
will always have with you” (Mark 14:7). 
However, there must be a balance be-
tween the magnitude of charitable giving 
for short term relief and giving for long-
term prosperity. This balance also ought 
to be struck in such a way that short term 
giving does not interfere with long-term 
goals.                                                         
 Unfortunately, in philanthropy, 

Education First! 

LCS Alumni (from left) Kerine Saint-Louis (LCS '15), Shelanda Coqmard (LCS '14) and 
Jothsaina Pierre (LCS '14) are studying Accounting, Economics, and Law, respectively, 
at Université Quisqueya, looking forward to participating in Haiti’s economic growth. 

relief of the immediate suffering of peo-
ple is given such a high proportion of 

overall funds that it is sometimes diffi-
cult to imagine how (Continued on page 2) 



those people will ever move beyond the 
poverty that inspires that giving in the 
first place.  An excellent example of this 
comes from Bill Gates. During a recent 
panel discussion on CNBC Gates was 
asked to speak to the priorities in the 
developing world and responded, “First is 
health, then it’s education, then third is a 
government that creates opportunity.”  
 This idea is intuitive to people 
because it must be difficult for the poor 
to be productive if they suffer from poor 
health, are hungry, or are in pain. Despite 
its intuitiveness, evidence for the asser-
tion that health must come before edu-
cation and governance is quite weak. 
Many countries have been able to edu-
cate their citizens and increase their 
productivity despite overwhelmingly 
poor health across their populations. 
 Arguably, an overemphasis on 
health and relief may simply make pov-

(Continued from page 1) 

Education First! erty more tolerable, whereas invest-
ment in education and governance 
make poverty escapable.  
          In a country like Haiti, the most 
important healthcare innovations are 
likely to be provided by home grown 
doctors; workers in the public works 
and sanitation sector, such as plumbers; 
and systematic changes to local 
healthcare infrastructure rather than by 
foreign doctors who serve for brief peri-
ods of time.  
 Many economists believe the 
most fundamental element to the long-
term success of a country are its institu-
tions. The protection of private proper-
ty is an institution that incentivizes peo-
ple to make long term investments and 
work hard improving them. An institu-
tion like a well-run democracy incentiv-
izes leaders to respond to the challeng-
es their citizens are facing with effective 
policy.  
 However, the only way these 
institutions will endure and thrive is if a 
country’s people are empowered to 

work and positively contribute to socie-
ty. In other words, the lifeblood of a 
country will be its people.                              
 Education, and especially an 
education of the quality provided by 
LCS, is one of the few ways to effective-
ly produce citizens who are both in-
spired to create positive change and are 
equipped with the knowledge to make 
it happen. THP’s commitment to educa-
tion doesn’t just prioritize the long-term 
success of LCS students, it prioritizes the 
growth of Haiti.  
 LCS alumni have proven to be 
passionate citizens who give of them-
selves and care for their families, com-
munities, and country. This success can 
be replicated and expanded to give 
many more students from different are-
as of Haiti the opportunity to manifest 
their full potential.  In fact, The Boston 
Globe recently covered THP’s long-term 
vision for a national network of schools 
in Haiti—an opportunity that may just 
jump start Haiti’s ability build its own 
brighter future. 

By Steve Holmes 
(Former THP Board Member) 

 

E arlier this year, THP’s Board Chair 
asked retiring board member Ste-
ve Holmes to take responsibility 

for the completion of the final phase of 
the General Endowment portion of the 
Rise Capital Campaign. HPN recently 
caught up with Steve and asked him to 
reflect on his new role: 
 In 2002 I was asked to help on 
the then small Madeleine Parish Haitian 
Project Garage Sale in Portland, OR.  I 
did not comprehend then the effect that 
saying yes would have on my family’s 
life.  
 Now, after 16 garage sales 
(they now regularly raise over $20,000), 
3 trips to LCS and 8 years on the Board 
of The Haitian Project, my family’s sup-
port of Louverture Cleary School has 
become a huge part of our lives.   
 My first trip to LCS was such an 
overwhelming experience that it en-
sured that I would be a THP supporter 
for life.  LCS profoundly affects you; I will 
never forget the hard work and dedica-

tion of the students, staff and volun-
teers that I witnessed on my first trip. 
Louverturians live the school’s motto 
from Matthew 10:8, “What you receive 
for free you must give for free”.  Hope-
fully my experience with The Haitian 
Project has helped me live by that 
motto. 
 As I concluded my time on the 
Board of Directors earlier this year, I 
wanted to continue to support The Hai-
tian Project in realizing its vision of 
building more schools in Haiti.  Now, as 
the Rise Capital Campaign Co-Leader for 
the final phase of the General Endow-
ment drive to raise $1 million to help 
grow our endowment, I am hoping I can 
encourage many of you to  consider 
deepening your own investment in this 
work by making a pledge to the General 
Endowment to ensure the stability of 
the mission.    
 As THP President Deacon Pat-
rick Moynihan explains, “each time we 
have identified a positive opportunity 
for growth in our school, our generous 
THP community has responded enthusi-
astically. Now, we are asking you to 
make a deeper investment in our gradu-
ates – Haiti's future leaders. This invest-

ment is not only the last step in stabiliz-
ing our mission; it is the first step to-
wards our vision of more schools in Hai-
ti. This makes this campaign our most 
important to date.” 
 I am happy to say that we are 
already half way to our goal, and with 
your thoughtful consideration, we can 
complete this very important campaign. 
Project, but the positive change we can 
make in Haiti will take all of our contin-
ued support to help make it happen.  

RISE Appeal 

Deepen your investment 
in THP with a pledge to 

the RISE Campaign! 
 

To maximize your impact, you 
may pay your pledge over three 

years. 
 

For more information or to make 
your pledge, please contact THP 

at (401) 351-3624 or  
develop-

ment@haitianproject.org. 



LCS Alumni: 
Djim Guerrier 

Djim Guerrier (LCS'14) discusses the economics curriculum 
with THP In-Country Program Manager Connor Branham.  

By Thomas Cody 
(Former THP Volunteer) 

 

W hen Djim Guerri-
er, LCS ’14, read 
Harvard Econom-

ics Department Chair Gregory 
Mankiw’s Principles of Eco-
nomics at LCS his Philo (US 
12th grade +1) year, he took 
it as a call to action. “Two 
particular principles from 
Mankiw drove my interest in 
economics,” said Guerrier, 
now in his final year of his 
economics studies at Univer-
sité Quisqueya. “They are 
Mankiw’s 7th and 8th princi-
ples, that a government can 
improve market outcomes 
and that a country's standard 
of living depends on its ability 
to produce goods and ser-
vices.”  
 Guerrier knows Hai-
ti’s economic situation is criti-

cal, but believes in the power 
of education. His sentiments 
echo THP President Deacon 
Patrick Moynihan’s, which 
stress the codependence of 
education and economic de-
velopment: “Education is the 
tool. But, economic growth is 
a necessary outcome in order 
for the quality of life to 
change. Learning economics is 
a way to assure the tool pro-
duces the outcome and the 
change.” 
 As part of THP’s work 
study scholarship program, 
Guerrier teaches at LCS and 
works in the Office of External 
Affairs (OEA). This work drives 
his passion for learning and 
reinforces the importance of 
sharing that knowledge. 
“Students on campus look up 
to him as someone who is 
actively working in the field of 
economics and business,” said 
Connor Branham, former Vol-
unteer economics teacher and 
current In-Country Program 
Manager. 
 Guerrier hopes to 

earn his Masters and PhD in 
economics on his way to be-
coming a policy advisor to 
Haiti’s government. His ambi-
tions are rooted in Matthew 
10:8. Guerrier’s ultimate goal 
is to “actively participate in 
making a lasting change for 
the country,” and sees the 
best way forward as continu-
ing his studies and giving back 
freely what he has received 

for free: “I will always teach 
because I believe that educa-
tion works and that I have so 
much to share.” 
 “We appreciate Pro-
fessor Mankiw providing the 
text,” said Deacon Moynihan, 
“It not only saves us a lot of 
money—it inspired our teach-
er! Of course, it also connects 
our students to the global 
market.” 

Volunteer Alum: 
Michelle Paquette 

By HPN Staff 
 

M ichelle Paquette, a native of 
New Haven, CT, was called 
to a year as a THP Volunteer 

after graduating from an education pro-
gram at Franciscan University of 
Steubenville in 2014. During the 2014-
2015 school year at LCS, Michelle 
taught several levels of English and 
computer class and, during play hour, 
could be found overseeing the LCS lan-
guage program’s “language store,” 
coaching the girls’ soccer team or run-
ning the Ultimate Frisbee club. After her 
Volunteer year, she continued her 
teaching career in Denver, CO. A regular 
donor and advocate for THP in her new 
school community, Michelle is an excel-
lent example of how an alum of THP’s 
Volunteer program can remain a part of 

the mission long after they leave LCS. 
 “I continue to give to the Hai-
tian Project because I am a teacher and 
I know the power that education has on 
a society,” reports Paquette. “I now 
work at a charter school in Denver 
where 50% of my students qualify for 

free or reduced lunch. Many of my stu-
dents are from families that immigrated 
to the US to give their children educa-
tional opportunities they did not have. 
Many others are from areas in Denver 
with the worst schools and come to our 
school for a chance to get a quality edu-
cation and go on to university, ultimate-
ly ending their poverty. For those in 
poverty, education is the top priority for 
their children. We know that education 
is the key to getting out of poverty and 
to breaking barriers in the US — it is the 
same for countries like Haiti.” 
 Paquette also sees the impact 
education has had on her own life — 
which adds to her confidence that edu-
cation should be first.  “I know that it is 
important to help others have the op-
portunity to be educated. I give to the 
Haitian Project because I saw firsthand 
that education is the best and fastest 
way to help end poverty. By empower-
ing people with education, we give 
them the opportunity to take control of 
their own life.” 

Michelle Paquette at the incinerator 
during her Volunteer year, when she 
took charge trash management pro-
gram, making sure everyone played 
their part in keeping the school clean. 



By Mary Jo LeGrand 
(THP Associate Director of Parish and  

School Development) 
 

T homas Van Petten, of Littleton, 
NC first came to The Haitian Pro-
ject while he was a parishioner at 

Prince of Peace Catholic Church in Ches-
apeake, VA.  He and several others from 
Prince of Peace visited Louverture 
Cleary School in 1999 to provide up-
grades to the physical campus. It was 
not Van Petten’s first visit to Haiti; he 
was stationed there in 1954 on the air 
wing of a naval ship.  He remembers 
stepping on shore for the first time and 
feeling saddened by the living condi-
tions.  

When Van Petten returned to 
Haiti with his parish, he saw much of 
the same conditions in the country but 
was struck by the presence of hope at 
Louverture Cleary School. The group 

spent over a 
week working 
on the cam-
pus and ob-
served the 
talent and 
dedication of 
LCS students 
and the heart 
of community 
life for The 
Haitian Pro-
ject.  Van 

Petten warmly recalls his time spent at 
LCS: “Some of the other guys on the trip 
were professional electricians and 
plumbers. I was not. I just helped out as 
a handy man, doing my best to help fix 
toilets and water pumps.”   

 Van Petten met Deacon Patrick 
Moynihan at Louverture Cleary and was 
“so impressed with Deacon Moynihan 
and the mission of THP that when I re-
turned home after my visit I started to 
donate. I don’t give much, but I do it 
regularly.”   

“Regularly” is a beautiful word 
when it comes to giving. Regular giving 
is an indication that a seed has taken 
root in the giver, bearing fruit not only 

Strong and Steady 
Does the World Good! 

for a season, but for years to come.  
The fruit that comes from regular giving 
nurtures the success of LCS’s graduates.  
Quite literally, regular donations keep 
LCS buildings operative, LCS students 
learning, passing their national exams, 
gaining entrance to university, earning 
10-15 times the per capita income, 
providing for their families, and giving 
back in gratitude.  

As evidenced with Van Petten, 
all of this good can come from a per-
son’s willingness to step in and fix a 
toilet! Or, in many cases, it also comes 
from a resolve to focus one’s support 
on a tried and true method for devel-
oping natural gifts, respecting human 
dignity, and positively influencing socie-
ty: education.  

Van Patten’s words are indica-
tive of his giving spirit:  “I have a fond-
ness in my heart for THP.  It is doing 
wonders in Haiti.  When I get a spare 

$50… I just send it in.”  While Van 
Petten would never give himself credit 
for the success of LCS graduates, THP 
sees his giving as something strong and 
steady enough to hold on to and truly 
celebrate.  Thank you, Tom, and all of 
our “strong and steady” givers! 

Thomas Van Petten visited Louverture Cleary School in 1999 through Prince of Peace 
Parish in Chesapeake, VA. Eighteen years later, Van Petten remains a “strong and 
steady” donor, helping the continued education of Haitian students through LCS.  

 
‘I have a fondness 
in my heart for 
THP. It is doing 
wonders in Haiti. 
When I get a spare 
$50… I just send it 
in.’ 
-Thomas Van Petten 

 

 

We’d be honored to receive your month-
ly donation towards the education of 
LCS students – bright young men and 
women who are using their talents to 
contribute to positive change in their 
country.  To become a monthly donor, 
simply fill out the form on the enclosed 
donation envelope.  
Or, visit www.haitianproject.org for 
more ways to give.  

Would you like to become a 
“Strong and Steady” donor to 

THP?   



 VIEWPOINTS 

CB: My work in graduate school gave 
me a lot of intellectual freedom to ex-
plore what historically has and has not 

By Amanda Haluga 
(THP Associate Director of  
Community Development)  

 

A fter his 2014-15 Volunteer year, 
Connor Branham spent two 
years at the University of Mary-

land earning his Master’s Degree in Eco-
nomics. Driven by his passion for effec-
tive change in developing countries and 
his strong faith, Branham has returned 
to The Haitian Project (THP) as the new 
In-Country Program Manager and Liai-
son to Partner Foundations. 
 
THP: What inspired your return to The 
Haitian Project? 
CB: Leaving my Volunteer year, I felt I 
had a lot more to give to the Project. 
Studying development economics in 
graduate school, I saw that so many 
projects and so much aid goes to waste 
or has little effect on communities. This 
helped me to appreciate the effective-
ness and quality of THP’s mission. It 
seemed natural for me to come back 
and work. 
 
THP: What will you be doing in your 
new role? 
CB: I will be working on LCS’s Econom-
ics, Finance and Accounting program, 
expanding the curriculum to offer more 
classes to our students. I will also be 
working with the Office of External 
Affairs (OEA) to help increase the effi-
ciency of the university scholarship pro-
gram and managing many aspects of 
the Volunteer program. In this role, I 
hope to contribute ongoing institutional 
development within THP in Haiti. Since I 
will be living in Haiti long term, I should 
be able to make lasting changes, in-
creasing the independence of the Foun-
dations. 
                                                                   
THP: How has your Master's Degree in 
Economics informed your return and 
your new role? 

Welcome Back,  
Connor! 

worked in developing countries. This 
increased my confidence in the mission 
of THP. I look forward to sharing with 
my students what I know about institu-
tions and culture how they work in Hai-
ti. 
 
What are you most looking forward to 
returning to in the THP/LCS communi-
ty?  
CB: I am most looking forward to living 
in a community that is centered around 
faith. Being in a community of people all 
working towards the same goals was a 
really great experience as a Volunteer 
and I hope to strengthen that communi-
ty as well. I am very grateful for this 
opportunity and I am excited to meet 
challenges that are ahead.  

In–Country Programs Manager and Liai-
son to Partner Foundations Connor 
Branham (Volunteer ‘14-’15) works in 
Office of External Affairs with the OEA 
Accountant Stephanie Valcourt. 

 Volunteer Reflection: 
Beginning Year 3 

By Brendan Kelly 
(THP Volunteer) 

 

A s I begin my third year as a Vol-
unteer at LCS, I am excited to 
continue this journey that has 

been both personally rewarding and, I 
hope, impactful for the LCS community. 
Having just finished my second summer 
with the Providence Alliance for Catholic 
Teachers (PACT) program at Providence 
College, I continue to learn what it 
means to be a Catholic educator and a 
missionary through the help of both The 
Haitian Project and the PACT program. I 
am eager to return to LCS, where this 
preparation becomes rewarding — in 
my conversations with students during 
work hour, in my cooperation with LCS 
staff and student leaders, and, of 
course, in my lessons in the classroom.  
 After this past summer’s PACT 
courses, I am energized to bring new 
teaching strategies to use in the class-
room with my students. LCS’s mission 
aims to educate students in order for 
them to teach others; Likewise, the 
more I learn, the more responsibility I 
have to use this knowledge for the 

betterment of LCS students. Many ele-
ments of my teaching continue to 
change. Just as becoming a Volunteer 
and training to be a teacher are both 
processes, being a graduate student is 
an opportunity to reflect on my own 
strengths and weaknesses, challenge 
myself, accept criticism, and seek im-
provement. I feel a unique sense of 
community with my students at LCS, 
since we are all actively learning while 
working to serve others.  
 I am grateful to both The Hai-
tian Project and the PACT program for 
giving me the amazing opportunity to 
be in Haiti for these three years. Thank 
you for keeping us in your prayers!  

Brendan Kelly begins his third year at 
Louverture Cleary as a THP Volunteer, 
following his second summer engaged 
classes as a part of PC’s PACT program. 
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Support to THP, a 501(c)3 nonprofit, 
means helping more than 350 stu-
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their country) receive a top-notch 
Catholic, tuition-free education. 
Visit our website or make checks 
out to The Haitian Project to do-
nate. 
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By Mary Jo LeGrand 
(THP Associate Director of 
Parish & School Develop-

ment) 
 

O n June 24th, over 
sixty Louverture 
Cleary School 

alumni gathered for a 
reunion and fundraiser in 
support of LCS, the larg-
est gathering of LCS 
alumni to date. The nota-
ble turnout and events of 
the evening show that 
many LCS alumni are ea-
ger to strengthen the 
relationships built during 
their time at LCS – both between their fellow 
classmates and also with their school.   
 Of Louverture Cleary’s 600 gradu-
ates, nearly 95% are living in Haiti and almost 
all graduates are either employed or enrolled 
in university.  In Haiti, where only 1% of the 
population has a university degree, LCS grads 
see the success of their secondary school as 
something to preserve and not “speak about 
in the past tense” as LCS Alumna Edwide 
Marcelin (’06) comments.   
 Edwide was one of the primary or-
ganizers of the event. For her, it was a chance 
to organize more formally than in past, dis-
cuss relationships that could benefit LCS, and 
initiate an election for a leadership team to 
chair the Alumni gatherings. She wrote in an 
email, “In the past, we were not able to as-
semble all the alumni, but in the future, we 
hope we will be all together and fight for 
common cause which is the future of LCS.” 
 The Alumni gatherings have been 
going on in some capacity for years, although 
somewhat informally. In one of their last 
gatherings they held an appreciation day for 
the LCS cooks. The Alumni gatherings are 
organized to help support LCS and encourage 
LCS students, something that may now be-
come a greater possibility as the group has 
elected officers.   
 The group met near the Toussaint 
Louverture International Airport in Port-au-
Prince. They listened to a speaker, reconnect-
ed during a reception, and discussed ways to 
help. Marcelin said, “To gather together so 
many alumni, old and new, was wonderful.  
Meeting someone from the first graduating 
class was great. Everyone was happy and 

Snap this QR Code® 
To learn more about 
The Haitian Project, 

ready to work hard and reach our goal.”   
 This shows the dedication that the 
alumni have to institutional development, a 
lesson they learned in school. Patrick Brun, 
Chair of THP’s Haitian Partner Foundations, 
commented that this alumni gathering is a 
step towards more organized collaboration 
among alumni. He was impressed at the 
initiative that young alumni are showing in 
their support of LCS: “This is the beginning 
of a new cycle for the institution and for the 
country. What a special privilege it is to be 
alive to witness the beginning of this new 
episode of THP/LCS history in Haiti. This is as 
real as it gets!” 
 Leadership is key in a country like 
Haiti and students at LCS are given many 
opportunities for practice. Alumni have built 
up leadership and initiative in their post 
school lives as well. 
 THP President Deacon Patrick 
Moynihan was deeply encouraged by this 
entirely alumni-led initiative:  “Over the 
years, I have had several alumni, both as 
individuals and small groups, come forward 
and ask how can they help, and give 
it.  However, I would often advise them to 
help their families first. I know the demands 
that are put on a breadwinner in Haiti. They 
go a lot farther than immediate family. But, I 
am moved by this latest group to believe the 
alumni are old enough and ready to help in 
the most positive and consistent manner."   
 The Haitian Project community 
looks forward to future Alumni gatherings 
and celebrates the positive momentum be-
ing made toward keeping graduates con-
nected to each other and LCS.   

LCS Alumni Gathering 

LCS Alumni and community members at the June 24th gathering: 
(front row) Mackenzie André (’99), Peterson Saintiac (’09), Roody 
Georges (’16), (back row) Elsie Durandisse (’95), Jean Monil Parai-
son (’01), Edwide Marcelin (’06), Frazy Lucksen (LCS Physics teach-
er) and Obed Gilles (‘09 & LCS Vice Principal). 
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