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“A Louverture Cleary education can change a life, and through that life, a thousand more.” 

 HIGHLIGHTS ….. 

The Search Is On: THP’s Site Evaluation 
and Advisory Team (SEAT) has begun the 

volun-
teer experts has started visiting sites in 
one of the dioceses that has extended a 
warm welcome to THP, analyzing local 
economic activity, infrastructure, agricul-
ture, and topography. They have also 
started connecting with the area’s indus-
try leaders and potential local partners to 
build relationships for collaboration in 
the future. Be sure to read how the LCS 
Network will be a platform to pilot inno-
vative and sustainable energy and water 
solutions in this issue’s back cover story. 

A Fifth Language: Louverturians 

speaking four languages: 
Kreyòl, French, English, and Spanish. 
Now, our students are learning a fifth 
language: music! Take a walk around LCS 
campus this year and you might hear a 
music class playing the recorder—and 
quite well! This wonderful addition to LCS 
comes courtesy of LCS Director of Aca-
demia Ernst Viel, who has studied music 
since the age of 13. Knowing that our 
students are learning a fifth language is 
music to our ears! 

Making History!: 2018 was a historic year 
for THP by many measures. 

that made this achievement possible 
was a successful end-of-year campaign to 
bring in 100 new online donors. 

to 
friends, family, neighbors and colleagues 

together to support THP’s mission 
is reason to celebrate—and to keep the 
momentum going in 2019! 

By Thomas Cody 
(THP Volunteer ‘13-’14) 

 

T he Let Us Be On Our Way Capital 
Campaign (RISE) is complete! 
Thanks to the generosity of The 

million, marking the largest capital cam-
paign in THP’s history. “It was a great 
team effort with many individuals making 
it all work,” said THP President Deacon 
Patrick Moynihan. “The RISE Campaign 
goal was four times larger than past goals, 
making finishing this one feel that much 
more amazing!”  
 The over $2.9 million raised in 
gifts, pledges and bequests will support 
three important initiatives: the General 
Endowment, the University Scholarship 
Endowment, and the Office of External 
Affairs Endowment.  
 The student body at Louverture 
Cleary School Santo 5 (LCS) 

of the 

campus. In or-
der to continue 
to accommo-
date the LCS 
community, $1 
million of the 
capital cam-
paign has been 
designated to 
double THP’s 
General En-
dowment.   
 In the 
fight for Haiti’s 
future, helping 
LCS graduates 
to further their 
education in 
university is paramount. To support this 
effort, 

Stèphanie Valcourt (‘12) and Djim Guerrier (’14) assist alumni in the 

newly-named Frank and Jill Dulcich Center for Career Advancement. 

percent of each graduating class. 
 It is THP’s Office of External 
Affairs (OEA) in Haiti that manages the 
University Scholarship Program and pro-
vides career services to LCS alumni to 
help them secure gainful employment. 
The OEA also fosters relationships with 

(Continued on page 2) 

 



 

 Strengthening THP’s endow-
ments is a crucial step to ensuring the 
financial stability of THP. Louverturians 
will benefit from this initiative, and the 
country of Haiti will be stronger for it. 

Cleary Schools Network. 
 

T he Haitian Project (THP) has 
long recognized the importance 
of family in the lives of 

children and the health of a 
nation. When the Moynihan 
family came to live at Louver-
ture Cleary School Santo 5 
(LCS) in 1996, Christina 
Moynihan became quickly in 
tune with the neighbors of 
LCS—families who occupied 
the “zone” known as Santo 5. 
There was one event in partic-
ular that set her relationship 
with the women of the zone 
into motion. 
 She heard the cry of 
a three-year-old boy who was 
left alone outside, locked out 
of the house by his mother 
who wanted to protect the 
house from robbers while she 
went to the market to work. 
Moynihan cared for the little 
boy, as she insists anyone 
would do. 

 
 

. Because she had already begun 
to form relationships with women in 
the zone, she knew that this child was 

Other 
children were routinely abandoned, 
and simply 

had no place to go. Moynihan knew 
what needed to be done. An early child-
hood education center was born.  
 The situation worsened when a 
major earthquake struck Haiti. Chaos 
ensued and nine children who attended 

the early education program at LCS daily 
were nowhere to be found. Moynihan 
visited their families and learned the 
missing children had been given to 
”orphanages.” Many parents did not 
know the whereabouts of their children. 
 

let alone 
any element of nurturing. In a 
bold move, Moynihan, with 
the help of a trusted team, 
returned each child to his or 
her home. 

Haitian private sector partners in seek 
of both career opportunities for gradu-
ates and in-kind donations to support 
LCS. Of the campaign funds, $1 million 
has been designated to establish an 
endowment to underwrite the OEA.   
 

(Continued from page 1) 

By Mary Jo LeGrand 
(THP Assistant Director of Parish & 
School Development) 



 
 

 

 

H ello, my name is Densvelt Yhann Désir and I am from 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti. In my family I have my mother, 
my father, 

who told my father about the school. I learned that 
LCS was a school that receives students of 7th grade and this 
school is at Santo 5.  
 I think LCS is doing a good job in helping students 
who don’t have economic possibility. Education is a good 

 At LCS my favorite thing is the playground. I also 
like the languages of the school and the other students and 
the teachers. 

Language Store.  

 

 
 

With more LCSs, Haiti 
can change by having good education.  

 Densvelt Yhann Désir, LCS Sizyem student 

H aving heard about Haiti in the news for many years, 

especially during the Duvalier era, Anne Wilkinson 

(THP Volunteer ’01-’06) felt called to help, but as a 

young mother in England she could not see how she could 

effectively help. As years passed, that call stayed with her until 

a new minister at her church invited a group to accompany him 

on a weeklong trip 

to the island na-

tion. Wilkinson 

remembers, “After 

my [weeklong] 

experience I just 

knew I had to 

come back to 

help, but I also 

knew I had to be 

able to set aside 

at least five years 

to make any 

difference.” 

 In 2001, 

the opportunity 

arose to do just 

that. Newly retired from teaching, Wilkinson returned to Haiti 

for another visit and was put in touch with THP President Dea-

con Patrick Moynihan. The two met at Louverture Cleary School 

Santo 5 (LCS) and, after a brief interview, it was decided that 

Wilkinson would join the Volunteer Community for a month.  

 “The vast age gap with the other Volunteers and my 

total ignorance of the language could have been stumbling 

blocks, but I need not have worried. All the Volunteers were a 

delight to work with. My month extended to five years. I just 

wish I'd been able to come when I was younger and was able to 

stay longer.” Wilkinson taught Mathematics and English and led 

the extremely popular knitting club—an activity that is fondly 

remembered at LCS years later.  

 Wilkinson recalls many happy memories of students 

and Volunteers, especially having enjoyed cooking for the com-

munity and leading morning staff prayers. “Haiti and THP are 

still very much a part of my life,” she shares, “so much so that I 

was known as 'The Haiti Lady' throughout the town when I re-

turned home.”  

 Through her Ilkley Haiti Fund, she raises support for 

THP each year through a Vintage Afternoon Tea in September 

and Operation Ho Ho in December. “I'm afraid at 83 years of 

age I may not be able to do this for much longer,” Wilkinson 

says. “I'll keep going as long as possible and Haiti will always 

have a special place in my heart and prayers. I will be forever 

grateful to Deacon Moynihan for taking the risk and giving me a 

chance to work at LCS.”  

 Deacon Moynihan’s response, “It was a risk that paid 

off handsomely. Anne was simply great.”  

By Amanda Haluga (THP Director of Charism & Volunteers,  
THP Volunteer ’14-’16)  

 

Anne Wilkinson (THP Volunteer ‘01-’06) 



 

 

T his past February, I took my first 

 
 Besides working on the audit, 
one of my personal requests while at 

double major in college, I have always 
been fascinated by language and how 
language is taught. After sitting in for a 
couple of minutes on a Spanish class 
being taught in the outdoor classroom, I 
realized how advanced the school’s 

would think they are as comfortable 
with Spanish as French.  
 I also had the opportunity to 
attend other activities while on campus. 
One afternoon, after classes were over 

and prior to dinner, I 
participated in the 
Girls Volleyball Club 
led by Ms. Thelen. 
Since the girls were 
still learning how to 
play, it consisted 
more of chasing 

 
 I also partici-
pated in Work Hour, 
working alongside 
students at the incin-
erator. I removed 
paper wrapping from 
cans and brought 
them to the incinera-
tor while the stu-
dents crushed the cans. I also loaded the 
incinerator with other waste from 
around campus. It was great to see the 
students and staff coming together to 
keep the school clean.  
 My favorite activities to attend 
were the Ekol Ankourajman 

During these programs, students from 
the neighborhood enter the campus 

where they can also benefit from the 
educational resources available. I loved 

  
 

and social growth along 
with environmental awareness. 

 

D ear THP Community, 
 

The completion of the RISE Capital Campaign makes the prospect of this Easter seem brighter.  
Likewise, the start of the Network suggests that we are rising to a new level. All in all, we are 

feeling new life in The Haitian Project. Spring is most certainly in the air! 
 After 22 years in, I have not ceased being amazed by what God has in store for those caught up in 
the mission of making a new day, especially for those who have experienced a disproportionate amount 
of pain in past days.   
 I find believing in the resurrection all the eas

 
 I hope you will continue with us in our realization of the Network and a totally new day for Haiti. 
Jesus’ ultimate promise of the new life won by his death and resurrection is assured to us all. Let us allow 
that promise to embolden and inspire our work together. Happy Easter!  
 

 Peace of Christ, 
 

 Deacon Patrick Moynihan 

An Easter Message from THP President Deacon Moynihan 

By Elizabeth Koskelowski, THP Accountant 

Elizabeth Koskelowski, THP Accountant, with Martin, a student 
in the Koukouy Sen Kle (Fireflies of St. Clare) program at LCS. 



T he

—
 

 Since being introduced to THP 
by President Deacon Patrick Moynihan 

) in 1999 at Holy Family Church in 
Rockford, IL, the Scordatos have had one 
more thing in common—their mutual 
support for THP. “I felt immediately at 
home—the Scordatos had the right size 
and feel for family,” commented Deacon 
Moynihan. “They were generous from 
day one.” 
 Mary Sue, the matron of the 

, speaks of THP tenderly, as a 
point of family pride. “You can see the 
success of the mission and a future for 
the students who graduate and become 
professionals. THP is an all-around good 
thing,” she says. 

, 
spent a year as a THP Volunteer.  
 From 2002—2012, both Mary Jo 
and youngest Scordato sibling, Tim, have 
either worked or volunteered in THP’s 
Rockford Office. It was only natural that 
the siblings would join in their efforts. 
Joseph, the eldest sibling, and wife 
Maureen of Pewaukee, WI felt urgency 
to give after the 2010 earthquake. They 
decided to offer his salary from a part-
time teaching position he had recently 

engi-
neering career. He remembers how their 
kids cheered him on as he left home in 
the evening to “teach for Haiti.”  
 Nancy and husband Scott 
Chachula of Charleston, SC, Peter and 
wife Angie of Roscoe, IL, and John and 
wife Suzy of Davenport, IA have all said 
“yes” to Mary Jo and Tim’s requests on 
behalf of THP—doing anything from 
helping with Annual Report production, 
to spreading the word to their contacts 
in person and on social media, to giving 

 
 Ted and wife Khamby of 

Laotian food sales out of their home to 
raise funds for the Project! With their 
four kids and a crew of volunteers, they 
draw upon their years of restaurant 
experience and temporarily turn their 
home into a well-run, mouth-watering, 
pizza and eggroll production center.  
 

power of education and community to 
change lives. Jimmy, in his previous po-
sition of nearly twenty years as theology 

faculty at Boylan Central Catholic High 
School, helped organize a Lenten giving 

 Tim, now an attorney in Geneva, 
IL explains, 

 

Rachel Thelen works  

 

By THP Staff  

T he Haitian Project is currently accepting applications for Volunteers to 
teach at Louverture Cleary School Santo 5 (LCS) for the 2019—2020 

 
In accordance with THP’s special charism:  
Volunteers place a particular emphasis on work performed for the 
benefit of the community… Work joyfully, no matter the difficulty or 
simplicity of the task.—The Rule of THP Volunteers 

For more information, or to apply, contact Amanda Haluga, Director of   
Charism and Volunteers, at a.haluga@haitianproject.org. 
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Support to THP, a 501(c)3 nonprofit, 
means helping more than 350       
students (who are dedicated to     
serving their country) receive a top-
notch Catholic, tuition-free education. 
To donate, visit our website at 
www.haitianproject.org or make 
checks out to The Haitian Project. 
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T here is a parable that is 

justice circles. The story 
goes that one day, bodies started 
floating down a river into a town. 
The townspeople were compas-
sionate and took care of all those 
that flowed in—the sick were 
taken to hospitals, children were 
placed with families, and the 
dead were buried. As this 

However, even after years, no one 
the bodies kept 

coming. So, they kept coming. 
 While some situations call for send-
ing help downstream to address an immedi-
ate issue, this story serves to remind us that 
if we want to solve a problem, not just treat 
its symptoms, we must venture “upstream” 

points out, "Upstream solutions speak to 
of 

prevention is worth a pound of cure.” 
 The Haitian Project (THP) believes 
that education is an “upstream” solution to 
many fundamental issues in Haiti—from 
poverty, to crime, to illness, to the 
“orphanage” crisis (see page 2). In recent 
years, as the issue of climate change has 

become increasingly evident that education 
is a powerful upstream solution to pollution 
and environmental degradation as well.  
 For over 20 years, Louverture 

students about the importance of environ-
mental stewardship and equipped them 
with the skills to act on those values. For 

infrastructure to properly manage its waste, 
together LCS students, staff and Volunteers 
recycle, compost, bury or burn every piece 
of trash found on campus.  
 Through this practice and their 
environmental education, LCS students 

benefits the world around them. 

Guerlens Torchons explains, “The incinera-
tor helps us remove our trash from LCS. The 
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ash from the incinerator helps the com-
post. 

 
 

“
at LCS is recycling, because I like 

when I am putting things in their assigned 
places and turning disorder into order. 
I don’t know any other places in Haiti that 
do clean up, recycling, and management 
like at LCS, but hopefully there will be.”  
 

Haiti. These features, along with the trash 
management system, will be incorporated 
at the nine new schools of The Louverture 
Cleary Schools Network. What will be new 
at the other schools are increasing oppor-
tunities for students to be exposed to 
emerging green technologies as a part of 
their normal maintenance activities. Solar 
microgrids, flywheel energy storage tech-
nology, and biogas solutions are just a few 
of the ideas under consideration. 
 

that will turn the tide of environmental 

An Upstream Solution to Environmental Degradation  

By Angela Mascena, THP Director of Institutional Advancement  

mailto:operations@haitianproject.org
http://www.haitianproject.org

