
 

 THP Highlights  

 

Perfect Pass Rate Shortly after celebrating 
the LCS Class of 2019 Graduation in June, 
each graduate took the Baccalaureate 
Exam–Haiti’s national exam that students 
must pass to be eligible for university. 
Recently, LCS received the news that 100 
percent passed! Not only does this 
achievement ensure that our new alumni 
can continue their education at universi-
ties, but it also keeps LCS as a top second-
ary school in Haiti with a historic pass rate 
of 99 percent! We are inspired by our 
graduates’ success and look forward to 
seeing what they accomplish in university 
and their careers.  

Successful Summer Sale One of THP’s 
time stamps each year is the ever-
growing Madeleine Parish Garage Sale in 
Portland, OR. Every summer, this event 
brings in hundreds of locals over the 
course of a weekend to shop for gently 
used goods, from books to furniture to 
electronics. This year, the sale raised 
over $27,500 to support THP as well as 
local parish activity! Many thanks to the 
stalwart group at The Madeleine that 
has made this event a success for 18 
years and counting and is helping parish 
groups in other parts of the country to 
start their own annual sales!  

will allow me to help others.”  
   In preparation, the Philo and Rheto (US 
12th grade) students participated in a 
leadership seminar to prepare for their 
new roles in the school. The Sizyem (US 
7th grade) students also participated in a 

seminar to learn how to live in the LCS 
community. Together, everyone is ready 
for another productive and enriching 
year at LCS.  

   Following the seminars, Marjorie 
Mombrun, LCS Principal, spoke with 

(Continued on page 2) 

President Deacon Patrick Moynihan and 
 

 
   Students are busy cleaning classrooms, 
sweeping walkways, painting walls. Staff 
and faculty are organizing their offices, 
creating school schedules, holding 
meetings in preparation for the new year. 
Another school year begins at Louverture 
Cleary School Santo 5 (LCS)!  
   Yet there is a special significance to this 
year: this Philo (US 12th grade + 1) class 
will be the 25th class to graduate from 
LCS. There is an excitement amongst the 
Philo students to excel as great leaders as 
part of this momentous year. Philo stu-
dent Stevens Desir responded to the 
splendor of having 25 classes graduate 
from the school: “I think this is a big step 
for Haiti. Louverturians are changing the 
country. It is easy for me to recognize a 
Louverturian right away; they are differ-
ent because they can work at a higher 
level. I know my education from LCS has 
prepared me to succeed in the future and 
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pride of the 25th Philo class. “The Philo 
students are very excited to become 
guides. They are ready to work very hard 
to have a clean and beautiful space. They 
showed they are ready to collaborate with 
the direction and the monitors.”  
   Similarly, Ernst Viel, LCS Head of School, 
spoke highly of the incoming Philo stu-
dents. “This Philo class has a different type 
of leadership. They are working more 

 
   

year.  
   Overall, everyone from the students, to 
the staff, to the faculty and administra-
tion is excited for the new school year to 
begin—especially with the anticipation of 
the graduation of a 25th class from LCS. 
Philo student Emmanuel Fils Francis 
shared, “I am happy to be part of the 25th 
promotion to graduate from LCS. It is the 
responsibility of each promotion to be a 
star to shine for others, especially for 
those who cannot attend LCS. I hope to 
be a positive member of the LCS commu-
nity this year and leave a legacy for the 
students who will come after me.” 

 

   In this digital age, a strong understand-
ing of technology is a critical skill for LCS 
graduates. THP has invested in LCS Santo 
5’s technology capabilities for over two 
decades, annually enhancing the school’s 
internet connectivity and upgrading its 
computer lab. HPN sat down with Jeff Be-
noit, an LCS 2012 graduate and the 
school’s Head of Information Technology, 
to discuss the most recent improvements 
and how he hopes to bolster LCS’s tech-
nology capabilities for the future. 
 
HPN: What does your position entail?  
 
Benoit: I head the IT Department at Lou-
verture Cleary School Santo 5. I manage 
the school’s technology infrastructure and 
make sure everything is running properly. 
 
HPN: 

 
 
Benoit: We upgraded our network service 
by switching to a fiber optic network, 
which is much faster than our old system. 
The improved internet service helps our 
employees communicate faster and has 
also helped teachers and students with 
their ability to do research.  
   We also updated our computer lab. The 
old system was very slow, the software 
was old, there were not enough stations, 
and none of the computers were hooked 

up to the internet. 
Now, all of the com-
puters are independ-
ent, which makes 

 
 
HPN: What is your 
vision for LCS’s com-
puter curriculum?  
 
Benoit: For a lot of 
students, including 
myself, coming to 
LCS is the first time 
they get the chance 
to work on a comput-
er. I hope to 

 
 
HPN: How did you get started working 
in IT and why are you interested in it? 
 
Benoit: My interest in IT began because 
my brother studied IT in school. I was 
always amazed by his work and said to 
myself, “This is what I am going to do 
when I graduate high school.”  

like my brother did not. He 
had to stop because my family couldn't 
afford to pay his college tuition. My 

 (THP Volunteer ’13-’14)  

scholarship from LCS made a big impact. 
I am always thinking about how I can 
help Haiti develop as a country and saw 

. 
 
HPN: What advice would you give to an 
LCS graduate who wants to pursue a 
career in IT? 
 
Benoit: I would say go for it, because 
Haiti cannot develop without technolo-
gy. I know it's going to be hard work, but 
we are Louverturians. We are made for 
hard work and for making a change.  

Jeff Benoit (LCS ’12), Head of Information Technology at LCS, in 
the LCS Santo 5 computer lab. 
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Marking a Year  
by THP Staff 
 
   The start of the new school year marks 
a notable anniversary at LCS Santo 5. This 
September, Ernst Viel begins his second 
year as Head of School. 
   Viel is a native of Port-au-Prince, but his 
family hails from Jeremie on the western 
tip of Haiti’s southern peninsula. 

   He then completed his novitiate year in 
Haiti followed by a final three years at 
the Scolasticat d’Abidjan in Côte d'Ivoire, 

in Education and Religion. 
   Upon his return to Haiti, Viel taught 
and administered for 16 years at various 
Christian Brothers Schools. During that 
time, he studied school administration at 
Université Quisqueya in Port-au-Prince. 
Following the earthquake in 2010, he 

also served as the supervisor of finances 
and operations for the province. After 
personal reflection, Viel petitioned and 
was released from the order with per-
mission from the Vatican and the sup-
port of the Christian Brothers. 

   I am from Port-au-Prince. After the 
earthquake in 2010, it was difficult to 
find information about schools. My mom 
talked to my aunt who told her about LCS 
where her daughter had attended. Be-
cause of the education that LCS gives and 
the small amount that we would pay, 
which was good because of my mom’s 
small income, it was decided that my 
sister Fabiola (my older sister) and I 
attend.  
   An LCS education is very useful and 
important. Not only because of the op-
portunities it can bring, but also because 
of the community idea that we advocate. 
We receive more than a simple educa-
tion; we receive a family, friends, and a 
fruitful future. My LCS education is what 
makes me who I am today, and if I can be 

proud, it’s because of this edu-
cation. 
   “Se gratis nou resevwa, se 
gratis tou pou nou bay.” This 
scripture from Matthew 10:8 is 
my favorite principle about LCS. 
I understand that I have the 
chance to receive a good educa-
tion, and I should be willing to 
help and to give opportunities 
to others. Also, we often use 
the word “community” when 
talking about LCS. We are more 
than a community; we are a 
family. We learn about each 
other, live together, love each 
other, and overall, we support 
each other in any situation as a 
family does; that is our strength.  
   I am involved in many programs at LCS 
and most are related to helping children 
and people living in the Santo 5 neigh-
borhood: Ekòl Ankourajman (neighbor-
hood tutoring program), 

 
   In the future, I hope that more people 
will have this opportunity that I have had. 
I will keep working to rebuild Haiti.  

   As LCS’s Head of School, Viel is responsi-
ble for the academic program and overall 
management of the school. Another vital 
aspect of his position is ensuring that the 
Charism—LCS’s spiritual identity—is fully 
understood, embraced and implemented 
in the school community. In this, he great-
ly values the campus RCIA program, 
noting that, “The preparation of sacra-
ments is very important because some 
students were only baptized. We can pro-
vide them the opportunity to receive 
Christ in their First Communion and the 
Holy Spirit in Confirmation.” 
   The spiritual aspect of the school is also 
promoted through prayer, Mass, Spiritual 
Club, Stations of the Cross, and weekly 
talks on the Charism that Viel gives at the 
school-wide morning prayer and flag-
raising ceremony. 
   Viel is thrilled to be celebrating his first 
anniversary as Head of School and looks 
forward to the new year, recognizing the 
unique and successful program that he 
has the privilege to direct: “Over the 
course of their time at LCS, our students 
become motivated and creative young 
adults, confident in the future and capa-
ble of accomplishing the extraordinary in 
making a difference.” 

LCS Student View 
Julie Victoria Florine Franklin,  
Philo student (US 12th grade + 1) 

LCS School Community 

 

 



   When small, oft-forgotten countries 
like Haiti experience high inflation, it 
does not make the news like a country 
such as Mexico or Argentina would. 
However, the people of Haiti are likely 
to suffer as much or more given that 
their buying power is already the weak-
est in our hemisphere. 
   Whether it is on our radar or not, 
skyrocketing inflation, unemployment 
and a quickly weakening currency are 
destabilizing an already vulnerable 
country, adding daily to the heightened 
political unrest. There are ongoing riots 
in the country asking for answers. 
Some are even asking for the president 
to step down. 
   This past June, as if the situation were 
not dire enough, the very agency re-
sponsible for collecting import taxes—
the main source of revenue for the 
struggling nation other than direct 
aid—went on strike. Workers at the 
Directorate General of Taxes (DGI) 
wanted their pay adjusted. Who would-
n’t if their paycheck just lost over 30 
percent of its buying power?  
   In the past 12 months, the Haitian 
gourde has decreased precipitously in 
value. It now takes over 93 gourdes to 
purchase one US dollar. This number is 
up from the low 60s last June and as 
low as 45 in 2015. The resulting high 
inflation (near 20 percent) is sending an 
already poor nation into greater pov-
erty and increased political turmoil. 
   Since Haiti produces very few goods, 
currency devaluation has a direct and 

immediate impact on the livelihood of 
everyday people by increasing the local 
cost of imported goods. Already strug-
gling, those at the bottom of the econo-
my—70 percent of Haitians—are hurting 
the worst. However, the economic crisis 
is severe enough to curtail normal oper-
ation of even large businesses. 
   To take a step back, Haiti’s current 
economic turbulence is not solely a re-
sult of internal issues. The recent failure 
of Venezuela’s economy is a major fac-
tor. How? Out of appreciation for the 
safe-harbor Haiti provided to Simon 
Bolivar, the great South American liber-
ator, Venezuela has historically provided 
Haiti with aid through its PetroCaribe 
program in the form of subsidized pe-
troleum products. 

   Haitian private sector member and 
THP 2nd Vice Chair, Patrick Brun, worries 
that Haiti’s currency problems have kick
-started a treacherous cycle. 
“Businesses adjust their prices to re-
placement cost, and this drives prices 
up,” Brun stated. “As a result, people 
need more gourdes to purchase the 
same quantity of goods while revenues 
do not increase.” 
   Unfortunately, the pattern Brun de-
tails above weakens the gourde even 
more by increasing incentive to 
“dollarize” the economy (to post prices 

By Patrick Moynihan (THP President) and Tommy Cody (THP Volunteer ’13-’14)  

 

or makes sales in US dollars). This forces 
everyday Haitians to buy dollars, putting 
more downward pressure on the gourde. 
This negative cycle places greater stress 
on families’ budgets, making even small, 
daily purchases high-stress decisions. 
   Even those fortunate enough to keep 
their jobs suffer and risk losing the eco-
nomic foothold they established for 
themselves. As Brun warns, Haiti’s mid-
dle class is at great risk. “Where higher 
income households can cope for a lim-
ited period of time with the difficulties 
caused by accelerated devaluation, bor-
derline middle-class households drop 
quickly below poverty levels,” he stated. 
What exactly this drop below the pov-
erty line looks like depends on what fam-
ilies value and are willing and able to 
sacrifice. For many, this means difficult 
choices with long-term consequences. 
 
   Haiti’s recovery from difficult issues 
has proven near miraculous in the past. 
This can be attributed to its amazing 
people and their hearty love and will-
ingness to sacrifice for nationhood. 
However, a country cannot simply will 
itself a future. It must also have a work-
ing economy for even the best of people 
to have a fighting chance.     
 
   Fortunately, the local currency has sta-
bilized for the moment. Measures taken 
by the Haitian government have fore-
stalled disaster. However, it will take 
increased international support—both 
economic and security—to get Haiti back 
from this ledge. It would be in the best 
interest of us all to let our US Senators 
and Representatives know we care.  

Going 360: Every Student, Every Year  

Haiti 

   As we start the new school year at LCS Santo 5, THP is look-
ing ahead to the opening of the next Louverture Cleary 
School—one of nine additional schools that will eventually be 

 

   In order to make sure that LCS Santo 5 is covered for the 
2019-2020 school year and for years to come, we are looking 
for 360 donors—the number of students at LCS Santo 5—to 

commit to an annual gift of $1,900, which is the direct cost of 
one year of education (professors, books, room and board) at 
LCS. Members of this special “360 Community” will receive 
special updates about LCS Santo 5.  

   

 

https://tradingeconomics.com/haiti/currency
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/world/americas/haiti/article228172349.html
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/world/americas/haiti/article228172349.html
mailto:development@haitianproject.org


   Keslin Augustin grew up in a family 
that could not afford his education in 
Cite Soleil, Port-au-Prince’s most impov-
erished and densely populated neigh-
borhood. As a young boy, Augustin 
learned about LCS when he overheard 
people talking about the tuition-free 
boarding school—exactly what he knew 
he needed to succeed.  
   In 2009, Augustin entered LCS and em-
braced community life, especially the 
work and language programs. Through-
out his seven years, he nurtured his skills 
and volunteered by translating for for-
eign doctors at the local medical clinic. 
Working to be like the student leaders 
he admired, he led the students as a 
“Super Monitor” during his Rheto (US 
12th grade) year. 

President, because Haiti needs some-
one who really cares for it, who really 
wants change.”  

’  
Keslin Augustin 
 

THP Volunteer ’14
-’16 / 

   Augustin graduated from LCS in 2016 
and went on to study political science at 
Université Quisqueya on a scholarship 
provided through LCS’s Junior Staff pro-
gram. LCS Head of School Ernst Viel appre-
ciates working with Augustin for his sense 
of responsibility and humor. “He always 
tries to be better,” says Viel, “and he 
brings joy to any group he is in.” 
   

   As Augustin continues his studies, he is 
working toward a bright future for himself 
and his country—with no shortage of am-
bition. “During my professional career, I 
would love to be an ambassador, repre-
senting and protecting Haiti’s interests,” 
he says. “In the long term, I wish to be 

Keslin Augustin (LCS ’16) works break-
ing rocks on the LCS Santo 5 campus. 

 

Alumni Voices 

Patrick McCorry  

 
   Patrick McCorry was called to serve.  
   

 
   work 
ethic stood out from the beginning. 
“Patrick McCorry not only stands at 
least a head taller than most people, 
but he also performs that way,” he 
remembered. “I worked with several 
Lead Volunteers who’ve excelled in the 
position. I may have learned the most 
from Patrick,” he continued. 

   After a four-year stint with Google 
and a year at a marketing and adver-
tising company, McCorry moved on 
to an exciting role with TripAdvisor, 
where he works today. “I’ve always 
loved to travel and have a back-
ground in online marketing, so I was 
drawn to a role at TripAdvisor that 
allows me to work on both,” he said.  
   Almost 20 years later, McCorry’s 
time at LCS remains an important 
touchstone, reminding him to think 
beyond his everyday experiences and 
grounding him in a spirit of service. 

Patrick McCorry (THP Volunteer ’00-’01), his 

wife, Erin, and their two sons, Charlie and Leo. 

Not pictured: their newborn son, Wes.  
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   In the early 19th century, a young woman 
named Pauline Jaricot was moved by the 
poverty and destitution throughout France 
and the world. Inspired by her brother’s 
letters about his work in missions abroad, 
Jaricot gathered groups of people, asking 
them to pray daily for the missions and to 
give a penny a day—a significant sacrifice at 
the time—to support them. Though Jaricot 
never traveled to the missions abroad her-
self, she worked to ensure their perpetuity 
through her support and prayers. 
   Through her advocacy for the worldwide 
missionary work of the Church, Jaricot cre-
ated the Society for the Propagation of the 
Faith—one of four Pontifical Mission Socie-
ties within the Catholic Church that informs 
members about global missionary work and 
encourages active participation through 
prayer and sacrifice. 
   Today, Diocesan Propagation of the Faith 
activity takes shape in an annual event 

 
   Throughout this past summer, THP visited 
the four parishes to which it was assigned 
by the Diocese of Providence. St. Ann 
Church, Blessed Sacrament Church, and St. 
Raymond Church, all located in Providence, 
RI, were new to THP, bringing a fresh audi-
ence to THP’s mission. St. Francis of Assisi 
Church and its St. Romuald Chapel in South 
Kingstown, RI, where THP President Deacon 
Patrick Moynihan was previously assigned 
as a deacon and Christina Moynihan was 
employed as the pastoral assistant, allowed 
for THP to reconnect with a community that 
has been involved for several years. 
   These weekends connected Deacon 
Moynihan with new parishioners from the 
pulpit as he assisted and preached at each 
Mass. Members of the THP staff and com-
munity were able to engage with parishion-
ers to share updates and materials on THP’s 
mission, exciting plans for the future, and 
ways to further get involved. At each Mass, 
a second collection was taken up to benefit 
THP, fulfilling the twofold purpose of the 
Propagation of the Faith. 

     On the opportunity to participate for the 
first time in the Propagation of the Faith 
and in THP’s home diocese, Deacon Moyni-
han reflects, “I truly see our involvement in 
the Propagation of the Faith as much about 
contributing to strengthening the faith at 
home as gaining the resources to bolster 
and spread the faith in Haiti. I enjoyed 
meeting the priests and lay people, sacris-
tans, cantors, lectors, all who are working 
so hard here to encourage a stronger faith 
in their communities.” 

     THP often reflects on the notion that a 
mission is as strong as the community that 
sends it. Thanks to the Diocese of Provi-
dence and the parishes that will welcome 
THP summer after summer, as well as 
many growing communities around the US 
and the world, THP’s mission is well posi-
tioned to take root and change lives 
throughout all of Haiti through The Louver-
ture Cleary Schools Network. 

 
 

by Amanda Haluga (Volunteer ’14-’16 / LCS 

Campus Minister) 

THP President Deacon Patrick Moynihan 
(left) speaks with a parishioner of St.  
Raymond’s Church in Providence, RI after 
participating in the Proclamation of the 
Faith in July. 

Want to get The Haitian Project 
involved in the Propagation of 
the Faith in your home diocese? 
Contact THP at 401-351-3624 or 
development@haitianproject.org 

to find out how!  

mailto:operations@haitianproject.org
mailto:operations@haitianproject.org
mailto:development@haitianproject.org

